140 patients with alcoholic acute (recurrent) pancreatitis were enrolled in a prospective long-term study over the last 16 years. Regular control studies regarding progression to advanced chronic pancreatitis were performed. Based on long-term outcome the patients were classified into two groups: group A (n = 109; 77.8%) with progression to advanced chronic pancreatitis (84% with calcification, 95% with exocrine insufficiency) and group B (n = 31; 22.2%) without progression (no calcification, no exocrine insufficiency). The two groups were comparable in age, sex, and mean duration of disease from onset 
